
Vizon (mink) -Tilki besleme

Prof. Dr. Osman KÜÇÜK



◼ Fiber/fur production: 

 Mink 

 Chinchilla

 Fox

 Canines

 Felines



Fur Producers:  Domestic Animals 

With Purpose
MINK CAT

RABBIT
CHINCHILLA



Diversified Fur Opportunities



http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7187514152&indexURL=0&photoDisplayType=2#ebayphotohosting


Fur Producers Used in Other 

Cultures

◼ Native Americans

◼ Eskimos

◼ Chinese, Greeks 

Romans



Mink (Mustela vison)



Classification

◼ Phylum: Chordata

◼ Class: Mammalia

◼ Order: Carnivora

◼ Family: Mustelidae

◼ Genus: Mustela

◼ Species: vison



Mink Description

◼ Mink have long 
slender bodies with 
short legs

◼ They have slightly 
webbed feet with 5 
toes on each foot

◼ Mink have 34 teeth 
four of which are 
prominent canine 
teeth



Mink Description

◼ Males weigh 0.9-1.6 kilograms and have a body 

length between 580-700 mm

◼ Females weigh 0.7-1.1 kilograms and have a 

body length between 460-575 mm

◼ 1/3 of a Mink’s length is its tail

◼ Mink have brown to black fur

◼ They usually have a white fur patch on their chin

◼ Their fur is soft and thick, with oily guard hairs 

that make its coat waterproof 

◼ weigh twice as much.



Reproduction

◼ Mink reach sexual 

maturity around 10 

months of age

◼ Breed once per year 

during the winter months

◼ Females will mate with 

one or more males 

(promiscuous)

◼ Gestation is 40-75 days

◼ They have 1 to 8 

offspring (Kits)



Reproduction

◼ New born kits are 8-10 grams

◼ They are altricial

◼ Young are born with a thin white coat

◼ Young are winged in 1 and ½ months

◼ Mink remain with their parents for 6 to 10 

months

◼ Minks live for 3 to 6 years in the wild 



Behavior

◼ Mink are mostly solitary and territorial

◼ Home range up to 8 kilometers in diameter

◼ They are active mostly at night (nocturnal)

◼ Mink are skilled climbers and swimmers

◼ They can swim up to 30 meters under 

water and dive to depths of 5 meters

◼ They can run on land at speeds up to 7-

8mph



Behavior

◼ They live in burrows made in the banks of 

streams, rivers, and lakes

◼ Mink line their burrows with dried grass 

and leaves

◼ Mink will use old dens from others 

mammals

◼ They mark their territory with a musky 

secretions from enlarged anal glands



Communication

◼ Mostly chemical 

signals

◼ Some visual

◼ Auditory signals

◼ Communication 

allows them to define 

boundaries and 

indicate their 

reproductive status



Diet

◼ Crayfish

◼ Small frog

◼ Shrews

◼ Mice

◼ Muskrats

◼ Fish

◼ Ducks



Diet

◼ Birds

◼ Salamanders

◼ Eggs

◼ Snakes

◼ Minks frequently kill 

more than they can 

eat when hunting is 

good



FOOD

Minks eat no plant foods of any kind, and are generalists in their use of animal foods.

Inland minks have the most variable diets, hunting in or near water for species such

as fish, frogs, crayfish, muskrats, insects such as water beetles, and various

waterfowl and shorebirds, but often specializing on more upland species such as

voles and mice.

On the coast, most foraging is done in the water or in the intertidal zone at low tide,

and shellfish (mainly crabs) and small fish are the most important foods. Other

invertebrates such as sowbugs are also eaten, and birds are taken as opportunity

permits, but coastal minks appear to prey on mammals only rarely.

Minks are very efficient hunters, and often kill beyond their immediate needs. They

regularly cache surplus items, a habit that is no doubt beneficial in some seasons,

but which results in spoilage and waste in others. More importantly, returning again

and again to specific locations where prey may be concentrated, minks can have a

large impact on a prey population in a relatively short time.
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Diagram  of a Red Fox

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/mammals/Groups.shtml


The Red Fox is about 3 feet long.  They have 

red –brown fur.  The red fox’s tail can change 

colors.    When red fox babies are born they 

have a little bit of fur on their body.  It cannot see 

or hear when it is born.    Red fox babies have 

downy fur to keep them warm. 



The red fox’s diet is insects, grasses, young rabbits, bird, 

eggs, and crayfish.  In the summer they eat apples, nuts, 

and corn.  The red fox’s prey are small like squirrels, 

mice, and rats.  The red fox looks like a cat  when it 

attack.

Diet

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Red_Fox_with_grey_Squirrel_meal.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kanadai_r%C3%B3ka.jpg


The red fox has lots of enemies. They are 

wolves, coyotes , bobcats, and lynx.

Humans are also an enemy.  They kill and 

trap foxes for their fur.  


